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Civil (employment stress/fitness to work) 

Qualifications 

I am a medical graduate of Aberdeen University where I obtained a Bachelor of 

Medical Biology (Honours) degree in neurophysiology in 1972 and qualified 

Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery in 1975. I have obtained higher 

degrees of Master of Philosophy (Edinburgh) and Doctor of Medicine (Aberdeen) 

following study and research in psychiatry. I have been awarded the degree of Master 

of Laws (Distinction) in Medical Law and Ethics by De Montfort University, 

Leicester. I obtained the Membership of the Royal College of Psychiatrists in 1979 

and was elected to the Fellowship in 1991. I became a Chartered Biologist and 

Member of the Society (then Institute) of Biology in 1985. In 1995 I became a 

Member of the Academy of Experts. In 1997 I became a Member of the Expert 

Witness Institute and in 2002 I was one of the first members to be elected to the 

Fellowship. 

 

Clinical training and experience 
 

My general professional training in psychiatry was in Edinburgh from 1976 to 1979. I 

undertook higher training as Lecturer in Psychiatry at Manchester University 

between 1979 and 1983 under Professor Sir David Goldberg. Between 1983 and 1990 

I was Senior Lecturer and Consultant Liaison Psychiatrist at St. James’s 

University Hospital, Leeds. As a liaison psychiatrist I have experience of working 

closely with non-psychiatric specialists from a range of medical, surgical and other 

disciplines. During this period I held a Staff Clinic for university, N.H.S. and general 

practice staff. From 1990 to 2000 I was Consultant Psychiatrist and then 

Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist in the Leeds. Between 2000 and 2005 I undertook 

locum consultant positions in general adult, forensic, learning disability, prison in-

reach and old age psychiatry. I am now a Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist at 

Cygnet Hospital Wyke and a Part-Time Lecturer, Department of Law, De Montfort 

University. I have prepared reports for the General Dental Council in cases of 

practitioners whose mental health may be affecting their work performance, for the 

Police Federation and solicitors acting for one of the teachers’ unions. I have given 

oral evidence to the health committees of the G.M.C. and G.D.C. I now sit as a 

Chairman of the Fitness to Practise Panel of the General Medical Council. 

 

Research and publications 
 

My publications in the field of occupational health include a chapter ‘Alcohol 

problems and the fishing industry in North East Scotland’ published in Alcohol 

Problems in Employment in 1980, a paper ‘Incidence of treated alcoholism in North 

East Scotland, Orkney and Shetland fisherman, 1966-1970’ published in the British 

Journal of Industrial Medicine in 1982 and ‘Medical evidence concerning the 

suitability to succeed to the tenancy of a farm: “the case of Toad of Toad Hall”' 

concerning a case in which I gave evidence at an agricultural land tribunal and 

published in the Journal of Clinical Forensic Medicine in 1996. 


